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FOURTH REPORT 

FEOM THE 

COMMISSIONERS 

OP THE 

Board of EDUCATION, io Ikelakd. 



ACT 46 GEO. Iir. 



DIOCESAN FREE SCHOOLS. ' 



Ordered, hy The Iloufe of Commons, to be printed, 30M March 1810. 



To bis Grace CHAR.LES Duke of Kichmond and Lenox, &c. &c. &c. 
Lord Lieutenant General, and General Governor of Ireland. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 

W E the mKlerfigned Coinmiflioners, appointed for enquiring into the fevenfl 
Funds and Revenues granted for the purpofcs of Education, and into, tlio 
ftate and condition of all Schools in Ireland upon public or charitable founda- 
tions, ill pmfuance of the powers vefted in us, beg leave to fubmit to your Grace our 
Report upon the prefent ftate of the Diocesan Free Schools of Ireland. 

The Diocesan Free Schools were eftabli/lied under the authority of on A 6 t 
paffed in the 12 F.liz. c. i. which enadted, that there diould be a Free School 
ill every Diocefe in Ireland, that the Lord Deputy or other Chief Governor or 
Governors for the time being iliould appoint the Schoolmafters in every Diocc-fe, 
excepting tliofe of Armagh, Dublin, Meath, and Kildare, of which the refpec- 
tive Arclihithops and Bifhops were to appoint the Mafters, that the School-houfe 
for every Diocefe iliould be eroded in the principal Shire Town of the Diocefe 
at the Cofls and Charges of the whole Diocefe, without refpedl of Freedoms, bv 
the device and overfight of the Ordinaries of eacli Diocefe (or the Vicars General 
Jide vacante)., and the Sheriff of the Shire; that tlie Lord Deputy or other Chief 
Governor, with and by the advice <>f the Privy Council, iliould according to the 
quant itj- and qualiti'- of each Diocefe appoint fuch yearly Penfion, Salary, or 
Stipend for every Schoolmailer as lie Iliould think convenient, whereof the Ordi- 
naries of every Diocefe iliould pay yearly for ever the third part, and the 
Parfons, Vicars, Prebendaries, and other Ecclefiaftical Perfons iliould pay the 
other two parts by an equal contribution, to be made by the Ordinaries; and 
that all Churches, Parfonage.s, Vicarages, and other Eccleliailical Livhigs, that 
have conie by any title whatfoever to the pofleiiion of the Queen or any of her 
Progenitors ihould be charged with this payment and contribution, in wdiofe 
hands or pdiTeiTion foever tiiey are or lhall come. 

It appears that Free Schools were adtnally eilabliflied under this Ad in moil, 
if not ail, of the Diocefes in Ireland, many of which continue to exift at this time ; 
but at no time do they appear to have fully anfwered the purpofes of their Infti- 
tution; before the Relloration indeed ive have not been able to find any account 
' of them, but from the Rate of the Kingdom it is is not probable they wore eitiier 
' regularly kept or ufofuliy condiided; foon after that event, a Commiflion appears 
to have have been ilfued by the Lord Lieutenant and Council, direding the 
Bifhops of the feverai Diocefes to carry the Ad of the 12. Eliz. into efied, 
and for that purpofe to applet the Sums to be paid out of the different Fcclefi- 
aftical Livings in each Diocefe for the Stipend or Salary of the Dlocefan School- 
mafters, which was accordingly done in many, and perhaps in all the Diocefes j 
but if Schools were at that time generally fet on foot, they appear to have been 
ctf little public Utility, partly from the want of proper School-houfes, and other 
accommodations for the Mafters: In the 12th George I. an Ad was pafled 
* 74 ; empower- 
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empovverin.tf ArolibiOiops, Billiops, &c. to fet apart an Acre of Ground, out of 
any Lands i/elon^ing to tliein, ibr the fjte of a Free School, to be approved of 
by the Chief Governor for the time being; and dire6ling, that until fuch Ground 
be fet out Hie School Ihonld be kept in fuch convenient place as the Archbithop 
or Bithop of the Diocefe ihonld be ahle to procure for a yearly rent or otherwife • 
and further empowering the Graiu .1 Jury of each County to prefent, from time to 
time, fuch Sums as they thoiild find reafonable for their refpeblive proportion 
towards building- or repairing the School-honres in their Counties, to be levied 
on the whole- or Aicii jtarls thereof as are lituated in each refpecUve Diocefe 
Under this Aft a confiderable improvement appears to have taken place in the 
Rate of the Diocefan Schools, but as Prefentnients for the difierent proportions 
of eacii Count}' in the fevenil Diorefes were found extremelv inconvenient if 
not impraaicable, the Grand Jury of each County, in which a Diocefan School 
is fitnated, were by an A<?t of 29th George II. empowered to prevent Sums to 
be levied on the whole County for building or repairing tiie School-houfe ; ftili 
liovvever there are feveral Diocefes unprovided with proper School-honfes,’ and 
fome without any, and the general benefit derived from the whole Inftitution is 
far from correfponding with the intention of the LegiQature, or even with the 
number of Schools actually kept or fuppofed to be fo: It appears from an abftrael 
of the Returns made from the feveral Diocefes, and hc-revvith fubmitted to your 
Grace, that_ oiU of the whole Number, tiiirty-four, compofing twenty-two 
ArchbiOiopricks and Bifhopricks, only ten are provkied with Diocefan School- 
houfes hi tolerable repair; in three others the Houfes are either out of repair or 
otherwife inlufficient, and the remainder are wholly unprovided, and tlie 
Mailers of fuch Schools as are kept in tliem either rent Houfes for tlie purpof“s 
or are accommodated in otiier ways. But it appears from the fame Returns that 
m fome of them no Diocefan School is kept at ail, and in others no effe-mve one 
—and that the wiiole number of elFedive Schools in all the Diocef-s tocreiiier is 
only thirteen, and that the whole number of Scholars in ail the Schools^toeeUier 
does not exceed 380.— In the greater part of the Diocefes in which no School is 
kept there is no Contribution from the Clergy for the payment of a Mafter • but 
in fome inllaucos the Salary is actually paid by the Clergy to a nominal Mailer 
who either keeps no School at all, or one on a dilierent Foundation, in which the 
Diocefan is wliolly abforbed. 



Thefe irreguianfies and defers in the prefent Rate of the Diocefan Schools 
appear to have anUu from various caiifes, in which there is little or no <’-round 
for fuppofmg the Iiackwardnefs or inattention of l.he Billiops and Ciergv To have 
had any lhare ; the utter inadequacy of the Stipend, winch is orYhould be 
collected for the Maintenance of tiie Mafter, and which in \~iO fino-le Diocefe 
exceeds ^.40. per annum, and in fome is fo low as ^.25. would aloYe account 
for the non-exiftence or difcontmuance of thefe Schools, except in fituations 
otherwife advantageous, and wliere Grammar-fclioois would therefore be 
eltabhlhed and flourilh without the aid of fo inconfiderable an Endowment.— In 
feveral uillaiices the eftabiifliment of other Schools in their immediate vicinity 
with ample ^idowments, and on more enlarged Foundations, has either wholly 
iiiperleded them, or as we have already intimated has fwaliovved them up. 

Such being the aiSual Hate of thefe Schools, it may feein to be doubtful 
whether a jyltem fliould be continued, which in its principle appears not altoge- 
ther equitable, and has never been found elBcient in praSice; which is not called 
tor by tlie prefent Hate of Society, and, confidered as a Tax on the Clergy 
operates very partially and unequally, twelve out of thirty-ibnr Diocefes’ 
rontrijutmg nothing towards its objeft : At the period of its lirit Ellablifli- 
ment, the date of this Country was fuch as to require fome eUl-aual pro- 
vTions for the Vacation even of the tipper and middle claffes, and as I hat of the 
lower order had been impofed on the parochial Clergy by the 28th of Henry VIII. 
tlie fame policy was pnrfiied in the lath of Elia, and it was perhaps ihLvifeft 
wind m the circumftances of the times could have been adopled 1 at the prefent 
t ay It appears to be both unneceffary and ine.Teaual. If however it ilioiild be 
owev-l =‘i‘«getber long eftablillied Foundations, which 

fe llhtV ‘ of fome advantage, we take 

frfnl a Lrr the adoption of meafures for rendering? them more 

mav cn?n-lhnt -f ’ regulations that every Diocefe 

m.ay contubute its proportion towards their eftablillimcnt and fupport for liiefe 

purp-ofes 
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purpofes we beg leave to fuggeft, that inftead of requiring a Sciiool to be kept 
in every Diocefe, wliich lias been already found impraCtical)le, a certain number 
only fliould be efiabliflied in every Province, to bo fupported out of the con- 
tributions from each Diocefe in the Province; or, if it (lionld bo found niore con- 
venient, out of a general Fund confifting of contributions from all the Diocefes in 
every Province ; Suppofing the whole number of Schools thus eftabliHied to be 
twelve,- and that the average Contribution of the 34 Diocefes was ^^.36, tlie En- 
dowment of each School would be 102 per annum; but it is prefumed that the 
average might be raifed to ^.40, without bijariug hard on the Clergy,- efpeciaiiy 
if Impropriators were obliged to contribute, and if the Sons of the poorer Clergy 
and Curates were to be admitted into the Schools as free Scholars; in fixing on 
the fituation for the Schools, regard flioukl be- had- principally to the want of 
proper Grammar-fchools in the different Diftrifls of each Province, and, as far 
as might be, to the continuance of the beft of the Diocefan Schools already exift- 
ing; by the Ads of the 12th George I. and agth George II. provilion is made 
for building and repairing Diocefan School-houles; and in the Ad which would 
be necelTary for the purpofe here fuggefted they might be fo amended, as to 
apply and be accommodated to that purpofe, and provifion might be made for 
putting them in force. 



Council Chamber, Dublin Caflle ,7 -,o- j\ Vir a'-dtit a v 

April .Itt, 809. 4 W. ARMAGH. (t, s.) 

GEOi HALL, Provoft. (l. s.) 

JA' VERSCHOYLE,-) 

Dean of St. Patrick’s.) 

R. LOVELL EDGEWORTH, (l. s.) 

JAMES WHITELAW. (l. s.) 

W- DISNEY. (l. s.) 
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[Diorrr,, 

appen! 

ABSTRACT of the Returns of the 



DIOCESES. 


Schools where kept. 


Patrons. 


ARMAGH 

DUBLIN andGLANDELAGH - 


- No Diocefan School 

• No Diocdaii Sctiooi 


— — 


TUAM 

and 


In the Town of Tuam 


Archbidiop of Tuam 


ARDAGH 


Kept at Longford 


Archbl/hop ofTuam 


CASHEL . - 

and 

EMLY 


Kept at Cafhel 
None 


Lord Lieutenant 


KILDARE - 


Kept at Naas, 


Lord liiOiopofKildart 


DOWN 


Kept at Downpatrick 


Lord Lieutenant 


CONNOR 


- - . . 


Lord Lieutenant 


LEIGHLIN . 

and 


Kept at Carlow 


Lord Lieutenant 


FERNS 


Kept near Wexford 


Lord Lieutenant 


ELPIIIN' 


Kept at Elphin 


Lord Lieutenant 


MEATH - 


In the Town of Trim 


Lord Biiliop of Meath 


LIMERICK - . - 

ARDFERT .... 

and 

AGilADOE 

KILLALA and ACHONRY . . I “ ’ 

CLONFERT andKlLMACDUAGH - 


No Sclioo) kept 

Kept at Caftle Jfland, in 
.111 H<mre IbiTiierly a Charter 
School-houfe 

No Diocefan School 
No Diocefan School 


Lord Lieutenant 
Lord Lieutenant 


KILLALOF. and KtLFENOIiA .... 

VVATEKFORD and LKMORE .... 


Kept in Killaloe 
No Diocefan School 


Lord Lieutenant 


DERRY 


Kept at Deny 


Loi'd Lieutenant 


DROMORE 


Kept at Dromore 


Lord Lieutenant 


CORK 

and 


Kept in the City of Cork in 
the Mailer’s own Iloufe 


Lord Lieutenant 


ROSS 


Kept at Rofs Carbery 


Lord Lieutenant 


CLOGHER 


Kept at Monaghan 


Lord Lieutenant 


CLOYNE- • - . , . 


Kept at Cloyne 


Lord Lieutenant 


OSSORY - - ^ 

RAPIIOE .... 


In the College 
No Dioctfan S-.liooI j 


Lord Lieutenant 
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DIX. 



SCHOOLS, made to tl^e Board of Education. 180S — 1809. 



A Houfe and rood of Ground 



No School-houfe 



A Houfe in very good 
repair, and a Garden 



Ground 
A Houfe in good order 



An old Sclioo!* 2 ioufe in 
ruins. 

Houfe partly in repair 



A fmall Houfe and Garden 

A Houfe granted by tlie Cor- 
poration of Derry 

i'O Houfe, an acre of Land 
No Houfe 
No Houfe 



A School-hnijfe Jiegun 12 
years ago, but never finidied 

A thatched Cabin in tole- 
I'able repair 



None 



0 «fSecret.„y>s Office, Dublin Caflle. 
^ 7 tb March 1810, 



Mafters. 


Snlarics, 




£■ d. 


d Rey'’ J. Lawlefs 


28 4 9 


Rev'* J. Irwin 


23 


ReV* J, Torrens 


40 


Rev'* J. Harriffon 


Salary /■.40, hut only_£-25 
is colluded 


Revi R. Wilde 


^.30 paid by tiie'Einiop, 
Clergy, and a few Impro- 
priators 


Rev* R. Dobbs 


40 


Reyd A. 0 . Callaghan 


,^.25, but only /.15 is 
colluded 1 


Rev"* J. M'Gomery 


30 


Rev'* W. Smith 


30 paid by Biflrop 
and Clergy 
10 a Bequell 




^■40 


Rev'* J. Hamilton 


40 


Vacant 


30 per aiinuTU the Salary 
appointed 


Rev* J. Mahon 


60 per annum, paid by 
Billiop and Clergy 


Rev'* A. Allen 


28 


Rev** J. Knox 


40 , 


Rev^ F. Burrowes 


22 Salary, and the profit 
rent of the Acre of School 
Land 


Rev* G. Lee 


30 


Rev** G. Armftrong 


30 


Rev'* S. Moffat. 


30 


Rev* W. Butler 


30 _ _ 


Reverend Dodor Park 
Mafrer of the endowed 
School, called the College, 
receives ilio Salary 


30 




' 



Number of Schola 




— — 




Free Scholars - - 


. — 


Day Scholars - - 


- 6 


Boarders - - - _ 


- i 3 


Free Scholar.? - - 




Boarders - - - - 




Day Scholars - - 


- 15 


Free Sciiolais - - 




Boarder.s .... 


- — 


Day Scholars - . 


- 16 



Free Scholars 
Hoarders- - 
r>«y Scholars 
Free Scholars 
Boarder?- - 
Day Scholars 

Free Scholars 
Boarders - - 
Day Scholars 
Free Scholars 
Boarders - - 
Day Scholars • 

Free Scholars 
Eoanlcrs. - 
Day Sciioiars 

Free Scholars 
"Boarders - - 
Day Scholars ■ 



Free Sdiolars 
Hoarders- - 
Day Scholars 



30 

7 



Free Scholars - - - — . 

Hoarders- - - . . i6 

Day Scholars - - - 12 

Boarders- - - - - ]^ 

Day Sdjclurs - - _ 31 

of whom 3 are Free Scholars 
Free Scholars - - . — 

Boarders . - - - . — 

Day Scholars - - , C 

Free Scholars - - . — 

r<lcrs ----- — . 
' Scholars - - - yo 



Bcardcis - - 
Day Scholars 



( A true Copy.) 



Charles iiaxton. 
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